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SC SUPERINTENDENT - LANCE VILLERS:
Ten years ago, in the spring of 
2012 I accepted the position 
of superintendent at Santiam 
Christian. What you don’t know is 
that I came to this position kicking 
and screaming. I was certain that 
God had made a mistake, and this 

was not the job for me. I spent several sleepless nights pacing 
the floor of our house in Colorado telling God that this move 
made no sense.

However, looking back, being the superintendent at Santiam 
Christian has been the best thing that I have ever done and 
been able to experience. This school has been an incredible 
blessing for me and my family. I am grateful for the many 
people who welcomed our family and treated us like we had 
always belonged here. While hindsight allows me to see that 
this really was where I was supposed to be, I also know that I 
am not gifted in the areas that Santiam Christian will need in 
the future. Moving to a full-time role as high school principal 
allowed the board to hire the next superintendent to lead us in 
the areas where I don’t excel.

I am excited about next year and being back in the high 
school setting. I have loved being there part-time this year 
and enjoyed working with high school kids again. I’m also 
looking forward to more flexibility as our kids get married and 
move across the country. At the same time, I am thrilled that Al 
Stefan will be our new superintendent. I’ve known him for ten 
years and have great respect for him as a leader and as a man. 
As I said at the parent meeting, if I had been able to pick one 
person who I would want to take over at SC it would be him.

I want to thank all of the phenomenal teachers, administrators, 
faculty, staff, parents, coaches, and students I have had the 
chance to work with over the last decade. Also, thank you 
to those who poured themselves into the lives of my own 
kids, making an eternal difference. I’m grateful for the board 
members I’ve worked for and their willingness to give of 
themselves for the betterment of Santiam Christian. I am 
especially thankful for the board presidents who have carried 
the heavy burden of leadership over the last ten years: Steve 

Roderick, Laci Betts, David Mendenhall, Rob Brawn, and Ryan 
Haan. It has amazed me how God has raised up the exact right 
person to be our board president at the exact time that we 
need them.

As Santiam Christian moves into this next stage of its existence, 
I have two challenges for you and your involvement.

The first challenge is this: our children are under spiritual attack 
and there is a war waging for their very souls. Do you believe 
that? Do you believe that where they will spend eternity will 
determined by the outcome of that war? 

If your answer to that is “no”, then they are in the wrong school. 
If the answer is “yes”, what are you doing about it? Ezekiel 22:30 
says, “I looked for someone among them who would build up 
the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land 
so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one.” Are you 
standing in the gap for your own children and others? Every 
day I as I interact with students, I see that the world is crushing 
them, and that it is designed that way and being done on 
purpose. In “The Miracle Worker”, Annie Sullivan tells Captain 
Keller, “The world isn’t an easy place for anyone. To let her have 
her way in everything is a lie. You’ve got to stand between that 
lie and her.” Are we standing between the lies of the world 
and our kids? There is no neutral in this way—we are either for 
Jesus or we are against him.

The second challenge I have for you is this: as Christians we are 
called to a different standard of behavior than the world allows. 
It might not seem fair, but it is a scriptural truth that to whom 
much is given much is also required. The way that we deal with 
conflict and disagreements between ourselves as Christians 
should show the love of Jesus and not reflect how the world 
handles these situations. Someone looking at us from outside 
should be able to see that we treat each other differently and it 
is actually the defining characteristic of our walk with Jesus. As 
he said, “They will know that you are my disciples by the way 
you love each other.” I have seen this standard of behavior slip 
over the last few years, and instead of love we often respond 
with anger, impatience, pride, and gossip. 



AL STEFAN - SANTIAM WELCOME
Dear Santiam Christian community, 

I am excited to join the Santiam school family, and I look 
forward to getting to know you and your families. I know 
Santiam has a solid reputation among other Christian schools 
in Oregon, and I already feel a strong connection to Santiam’s 
mission. 

I was blessed to marry a woman who has been my love and 
partner for 35 years! She is a beautiful wife and fantastic 
mother to our three children, who are now making a differ-
ence for Christ in their own lives. We have worked side by side 
in ministry and are committed to walking the road Christ has 
set for us. 

I was fortunate to grow up in a Christian home with two lov-
ing parents that demonstrated God’s grace and love through-

out my childhood. I gave my heart entirely to the Lord at the 
age of 16 and, from that point forward, have devoted my life 
to serving Him. After graduating with a BS from Portland State 
University, I  started my teaching career in Portland Public 
Schools, and after four years was called into the ministry.  I 
served as a youth pastor and then a senior pastor for over 12 
years. During that time, I enhanced my education with a MS 
in Education, a MA in Theology, and an EdS in Administrative 
Leadership. 

I have been in Christian education now for over 20 years; 
most of that time has been in leadership, serving as the 
Superintendent of two Christian schools. During my time at 
those schools, my vision was to strengthen their spiritual and 
academic programs by focusing on best teaching practices, 
student academic and spiritual growth, facility improvements/
development, and policies that promoted our values as a 
Christian community.   

I look forward to partnering with you and hearing your hopes 
and dreams for Santiam. I am confident that the Lord has 
prepared good days ahead for us! 

Blessings,

Al Stefan

But I also love what Peter says about this in his writings. He 
summed up his walk with Jesus by saying that love covers 
a multitude of sins, and he would know. He had often been 
reprimanded by Jesus and had been the one to deny him three 
times before he died. And yet, he was forgiven and brought back 
into a relationship that gave his life meaning and purpose. We 
have to return to this type of living among our fellow men—we 
have to allow our love for them to cover their wrongs toward us.

There are also two encouraging things I want to leave you with. 

The first is that the one thing that has remained constant over 
my time at Santiam Christian (and before) is God’s faithfulness 
toward his people and this school. God is faithful, often in ways 
I could never see coming or predict. During the lean years he 
provided in ways I could never foresee or imagine. Two years 
ago, when COVID first happened, we were having conversations 
about just trying to survive for one year. And now, we are 
thriving, and God has provided in so many different ways. He 
deserves all of the credit and glory.

The second is found in one of my favorite stories from the Bible 
that is found in Nehemiah 6. Nehemiah has finished rebuilding 
the wall in spite of constant distractions from his enemies. 

One of his chief antagonists, Sanballat, once again tries to get 
Nehemiah to leave the wall but his response is amazing. He says, 
“I am doing a great work. I can’t come down.” He refused to let 
himself be distracted from the mission that God had given him 
to do.

What are the distractions that we are facing as a school that 
would pull us away from our mission? What little things would 
our enemy use to keep us from focusing on the bigger battle 
that we are engaged?

Please remember—we are doing a great work. We are 
partnering with parents in order to provide a Christian education 
and to raise kids who are “holy and blameless in his sight.” We are 
doing a great work, and we cannot come down.

Lance Villers



 Samuel Aithwaite

 Emma Allen

 Juliet Anderson

 Heston Bain

 Chloe Beck

 Jaxon Bellamy

 James Bowers

 Elise Cornwell

 Natalia Coykendall

 Jack David

 Selena Diviney

 Abigail Dulley

 Emma Fast

 Kate Fast

 Devon Fitzpatrick

 Madison Fuller

 Ella Gaczewski

 Rischelle Grosenbach

 Kailey Gurr

 Hannah Heisinger

 Colby Hill

 Elsie Hills

 Ezra Hoff

 Haley Holcomb

 Grace Horner

 Jackson Hughes

 Brady Jolly

 Bryant Jones

 Ryley Jones

 Ely Kennel

 Leslie Leggs

 Zerong (Lisa) Li

 Timothy Marshall

 Grace McAlister

 Samuel Mes

 Sofie Miller

 Kellen Ness

 Jack O’Malley

 Kaycee Rater

 Elsa Riddle

 Jackson Risinger

 Chloe Roberts

 Hunter Rogers

 Jadon Roth

 Lawson Setzer

 Holly Smith

 Sasha Stahlbaum

 Chase Thomsen

 McKenna Vetter

 Abigail Von Derahe

 Jiayue (Jessie) Wang

After the last Senior Chapel, the entire school lined the paths of 
campus, cheering, clapping and honoring the Senior Class.  

Hunter Rogers

Ella Gaczewski  |  Madison Fuller

Chloe Roberts

Chloe Beck

Heston Bain

Valedictorians:  Jack David  |  Timothy Marshall Leslie Leggs

Grace McAlister

Salutatorians:  Kellen Ness  |   Samuel Mes   |  Kailey Gurr  
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SC Boys Track & Field Placed 2nd in State  (pictured Colin Longballa and Jack David) 

Boys Baseball Team Placed 2nd in State - Go Eagles! 

JAY BARTON: ATHLETICS IN REVIEW  
Dear Eagles,

At our awards assembly at the end of the school year, Mr. Bittner mentioned 
that this was the third year of unusualness for schools. I had not thought about 
that but three years is forever at the high school level.

• In 2019 / 2020 we lost all spring sports

• 2020 / 2021 was absolutely crazy with three seasons being held at the end 
of the year. My favorite was district wrestling being held on the football field 
during what would normally have been baseball season.

• 2021 / 2022 we started the year in masks, with no fans, and games being 
canceled nearly every day until December.

• Next year’s freshmen will have their first year of high school sports, and the 
other students have never had what we would call a normal high school 
sports environment.

• The elementary and junior high had even more difficulties as some school 
districts would not compete at all.

However, after all of this, we could mention a lot of other strange things these 
past years. Santiam Christian athletics not only survived but had much success.

I would like to thank the families and coaches for this. Without the dedication, 
patience, and hard work of SC families we would not have had the success we 
did. I witnessed this first hand as many high schools we compete against failed 
to have JV teams and experienced very low participation this last year.

I am including a recap of our athletics for the 2021 / 2022 season, and these 
statistics are very similar to our years prior to COVID. For last year we had 71% 
of our students participate in at least one sport. This compares to a pre-COVID 
national average of 56%.

“Even when I am old 
and gray, do not forsake 
me, my God, till I declare 
your power to the next 
generation, your mighty 
acts to all who are to 
come.”  Psalm 71:18

Jay Barton 
Athletic Director

UPCOMING PROJECTS 
AT SC
If you have spent time walking throughout the SC 
campus recently, I would imagine you would agree 
how incredible this space is. We are so blessed to 
have the facilities that we do, and blessed by such an 
amazing group of students, families, staff and faculty 
that use those spaces to their greatest potential each 
year.

In having the facilities that we do, there comes a 
time when we need to invest time, energy and 
money in taking care of those buildings and spaces 
and in some cases expanding in order to meet the 
needs of our school.  

This summer, we are excited about a few projects 
on our campus, some of which have already begun.  
Projects like: 

• A new roof on the bus barn, a space that has 
become vital to maintaining our buses and 
helping meet the needs of families and students 
that utilize our bus program.  With a  new roof, this 
building will also be the home of our brand new 
welding class at SC.

• A new roof on the storage building in the same 
area as the bus barn, in order to plan for increased 
storage needs when construction on the new 
elementary building starts in the future.  

• The Retro Cafe will be undergoing renovations 
as it will be used as a cafeteria for our elementary 
students with an additional modular restroom 
facility being added outside for students.

Some other new additions to the SC campus will 
include:

• A brand new multipurpose facility that will provide 
more indoor space for our elementary school 
programs throughout the day as well as provide 
space for new batting cages for our baseball and 
softball programs and practice space for our cheer 
teams.  

• A modular classroom will be added on campus 
and used by our 6th grade classes.  As we 
continue to grow and utilize the spaces we 
currently have, this new modular building will 
allow us to expand comfortably and provide more 
space for our teachers and students.

As we work on these upgrades and additions to our 
school, if you have any questions or see a project 
that you would like to donate to, please reach out 
to the Development Office and I would be happy 
to connect with you to answer your questions or 
talk about ways to partner with us to help complete 
these projects.  

Steve Jagich   |   Director of Development
jagichs@santiam.org   |   541-745-5524 ext. 211



SANTIAM CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
7220 NE Arnold Avenue
Adair Village, Oregon 97330

EAGLEEYEt
h

e

Contributors  Steve Jagich, Lance Villers, Sami Beam, Steve Bittner, Jay Barton and Al Stefan
Design Stacy Rogers 
Photos Sami Beam, Steve Jagich, Grace Miller and Emily Heisinger

©2022 SANTIAM CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

CONNECT
We would love to connect with you and learn 
about all God is doing in your lives.  Please 
reach out at, development@santiam.org

@santiamchristian 

@SC_Schools

@santiamchristian

FOLLOW US

ALUMNI

SANTIAMCHRISTIAN.ORG

PLEASE GIVE
Did you know many of our founders and alumni 
families still donate to our school? They lived the 
history and know that staff and parents continue to 
make financial sacrifices today.  We know this has 
always been and will continue to be God’s school.  
Please prayerfully consider giving to our general or 
scholarship fund at:  
 
SANTIAMCHRISTIAN.ORG/GIVING


