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COMMUNITY & FAMILY AT SANTIAM CHRISTIAN
“Community” and “family” are two 
words often used to describe what 
people experience at Santiam 
Christian, and these traits were 
never more on display than over the 
last three months. From the day that 
the governor ordered schools to be 
shut down to today, we have seen 
how SC lives out these ideals on a 

daily basis. One definition of community is “a feeling of fellowship 
with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, 
and goals.” I would strengthen that definition by adding that 
community also involves a shared mission, which in our case is 
that of partnering with parents to provide a Christian education 
for our students. 

John 15:13 tells us, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” While this is often taken to mean our 
actual physical life, I believe it can also mean decisions every day 
where we put the needs of others ahead of our own. These can 
be small or large, but any time I lay down what I want to do so 
that someone else can get what they need I am demonstrating 
love for them. This is what I saw over and over this spring—a 
willingness by our teachers and staff to lay down their own lives 
to develop new and innovative ways to educate children. I also 
saw it demonstrated through the patience and encouragement 
of our school families toward Santiam Christian as you were 
willing to let us work through an array of issues we had never 
faced before. It was a powerful witness to the world of what a 
Christian community should look like.

When we were forced to take our schooling online we wanted 
to focus on three areas. First, there was a desire to continue to 
educate children to the best of our ability even though we knew 
it would not be the same as in-person education. Second, we 
wanted to provide students and their families with a routine and 

structure of some sort during the week. Finally, it was important 
that students had the sense of belonging to the school and 
were still a part of our community even during the loneliness 
that came with quarantine. While this situation was not of our 
choosing, Santiam Christian came out of it a better school than 
we were six months ago. The innovations we were required to 
make will be valuable to us as we move forward through the 
uncertainties of the coming year. 

I continue to see the sense of community and selflessness being 
played out this summer as we prepare for school in the fall. We 
have volunteers from all areas of our school giving of their time 
and energy to develop creative ways of offering on-campus 
education to hundreds of students in September. Instead of 
doing what they want to do with their free time, they are willingly 
meeting, measuring classroom space, developing schedules, 
creating new routines for use during the school day, mapping 
out traffic flow as students move around campus, and a myriad of 
other tasks. Again, they are laying down their lives for their friends 
and students in a demonstration of what love looks like.

The pride I have felt to be associated with the Santiam 
Christian community over the past several months can’t really 
be described. In awe, I have sat back and watched a group of 
students, parents, and educators come together and work toward 
a common goal in ways I’ve never experienced. Because of this, I 
am excited about the future, and am confident that when school 
resumes we will have a plan that will provide the best education 
within our region for our students. Thank you for being a part of 
this great community—based on what I have seen since March I 
am convinced we have a bright and shining future.

WE WON! EAGLES DO IT AGAIN!
Of the 36 3A schools in Oregon, Santiam Christian is #1! The OSAA 
Cup is coming home!

Santiam Christian has won the OSAA Cup, formerly The Oregonian 
Cup, before. Ten times before, in fact. For each of the past nine 
years we’ve been in the top five. Usually within just a few points, 
first place was just out of reach. We’re thrilled to receive this top 
honor again this year!

The OSAA Cup is really a recognition of overall excellence. It 
evaluates EVERY school in the state, regardless of size, based on, 
not only athletic performance, but in a variety of other activities, 
as well. It takes into account the entire student population and the 
overall percentage of students who participate in extracurricular 
activities. Then, it looks at the grade point average of each of those 

students who participate. It also looks at sportsmanship, as well as 
win-loss ratios. 

It might sound like we’re tooting our own horn, and we are a bit, 
but the real stars of this award are our students. This is their award! 
It is based 100% on their achievement and motivation to be the 
best they can be, in the classroom AND in their chosen activities.

In a year that has been overshadowed by disappointments and 
frustration, 2020 will now go down in SC history for another 
reason. We are extremely proud! This award is earned by every 
student who participates. Congratulations to all!!

ATTAWAY EAGLES! ATTAWAY!



TEACHING VIRTUAL PE
JAMEEL TOLBERT “COACH J”
The transition from teaching in-person to 
teaching online has been interesting to say 
the least. Although it has been a difficult 
transition, it has also been an eye-opening 
experience that I believe has enhanced 
my abilities overall. Through this online 
opportunity God has provided, I have 
become more aware of the students who 
struggle to get adequate physical activity in 
their lives. This has motivated me even more 
than before to find ways to make fitness 
activities fun. Teaching physical education 
through virtual meetings is a completely 
different environment and will never be 
able to replace the genuine atmosphere 
created when in person. Those who have 
participated on a sports team or had a good 
PE program growing up know the feeling 
you get when competing against your peers 
and persevering through tough workouts; 
it’s unique, uplifting, and gratifying. Bringing 
that atmosphere into online teaching has 
been one of my biggest challenges of this 
transition. 

I believe I have been able to provide 
encouragement and motivation to my 
students by sharing my exercise routines, 
fitness goals, and performing some of the 
assigned workouts with them during our 
Zoom meetings. It has been fun seeing them 
workout from home and find creative ways 
to stay active outside of a sports team or 
fitness gym. I have been impressed to see a 
large group of students start their own fitness 
programs during this time of quarantine, 
and the amount of encouragement their 
parents are giving them is amazing. The 
SC community is truly outstanding and 
will be even stronger after enduring these 
challenging times. Isaiah 41:13 says, “For I am 
the Lord your God, who upholds your right 
hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help 
you.”  With His help we will grow stronger and 
become better together although we may be 
physically apart. 

JACOB YOAKUM
As distance learning has presented 
new challenges for everyone, it has 
amongst other things, taught me a 
new skill of video editing. Because of 
how the guitar classes were already 
laid out, I am thankful that there 
wasn’t much that needed to change, 
other than where we met.

With choir being a craft dependent 
on other voices, the only viable 
option was to collaborate via a virtual 
ensemble. Although it’s not the same 
as the real thing, it is a great feeling 
that we can still sing together in some 
fashion. This video, along with the 
SC band’s collaborative piece, will be 
published in the upcoming weeks. 
Creating a new way for students to 
perform and share their craft has 
brought me loads of joy. I am grateful 
that God has given me the motivation 
and the knowledge to keep these 
performances alive. What a fun way to 
finish off my first year at SC.

ESTHER KNAUPP
After the initial shock of having to learn how to navigate 
in Zoom, Loom, Google Classroom, and Google Docs, 
it was exciting to see that it was working at last. As I 
made my video recordings, I was especially inspired by 
my international students who returned home without 
textbooks. I have learned so much and am excited to 
see how we will make use of all that we have learned in 
the future. I know that this has made us better teachers. 
I also know that I am going to appreciate being with 
everyone more than ever when we are able to return 
to school. I have also been reminded that we really do 
have the best students and families!

SC TEACHERS GOING THE EXTRA MILE

ERIKA DAVID
As I reflect on the events over the past 8 
weeks, the biggest adjustment our family 
has made it the one to remote instruction. 
Not only are my children all working in an 
online learning environment; as an educator 
I too, had to make that adjustment. Some 
of the issues I have encountered are how to 
stay connected with my students. I miss my 
students and the personal connection that 
a traditional classroom provides. To me that 
has been the biggest adjustment I have had 
to make. I miss the high fives as they walk 
in my room, the occasional hugs, all of the 
noise and laughter, I miss asking how their 
families are doing, or how they performed 
on a test I may have prayed for. In my 
traditional classroom setting I try to do hands 
on activities or demonstrations weekly. 
Trying to make science hands on through 
remote instruction has stretched me, but 
that has also allowed for creativity in how to 
have students try different small activities at 
home that enforce the science concepts we 
are learning. It has been a challenging and at 
times frustrating experience, however, it has 
also made me work on my craft of teaching 
and grown my skills as a teacher.



 Rory Donley-Lovato Ainsley Beam Joel Larson Aliyah Atkins Trinity Beck

  Olivia Bellinger-Verbics Deegan Black Nolan Black Kaylee Bond Austin Bradford

 Gabe Braukman Kalen Brawn Shea Carley Abigail Chaffee Haley Cook

 Ian Cornwell Rachael Cox Abigail Davis Kyndall Davis Noah Devlin

 Evan Durant Jonathan Fricke Ben Galceran Chase Groome Miles Henderson

CLASS OF 2020Congrats!



 Sophia Hottmann Christina Hu Audrey Huang Sam Kim Gracie Krahn

 Susanna Larsen Luke Mehlschau Micah Mes Trevor Oxenrider Lauryn Penner

 Jordan Post Devin Premsingh Amanda Preston Sean Riley Kaitlyn Read 

 Josie Risinger  Sophey Roberts Joshua Schumacher Elijah Shaw Kassie Staton

 Josh Verdeyen Koby Williamson Mason Wirth Adam Wolfer Lloyd Yang

PROUD OF YOU!



ALUMNI
We would love to connect with you 
and learn about all God is doing 
in your lives.  Please reach out, at 
development@santiam.org

CONNECT

SANTIAM CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
7220 NE Arnold Avenue
Adair Village, Oregon 97330
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Did you know many of our founders and alumni families still donate 
to our school? They lived the history and know that staff and parents 
continue to make financial sacrifices today.  We know this has always 
been and will continue to be God’s school.  Please prayerfully consider 
giving to our general or scholarship fund at:  

SANTIAMCHRISTIAN.ORG/GIVING

PARTNER
@santiamchristian 

@SC_Schools

@santiamchristian

FOLLOW US WITH US


