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H O M E  O F  T H E  E A G L E S

UNEXPLAINABLE MIRACLES
Newspapers, like bottles today, were the best 
way to fundraise in the early ’80s. Thanks to 
the work of founding board members, Mel and 
Donna Buck, newspaper drives like this netted 
over $30,000 for the school.

C E L E B R A T I N G  4 0  Y E A R S



HISTORY OF SANTIAM CHRISTIAN
The history of Santiam Christian Schools (SC) is a story 
of vision, miracles, sacrifices, and hard work—a story 
where God’s plans were not a coincidence but evident 
to all. The following pages are a glimpse into the school’s 
beginning, shared by the people who were there doing 
the work, the backbone of the school. 

In 1978, the Christian schools in the Mid-Willamette 
Valley, Albany Private and Zion Lutheran, only went 
through eighth grade. Parents from both schools started 
a planning group to ask, “How can we develop a Christian 
high school in the Mid-Willamette Valley?”  

By 1979, the group miraculously raised $25,000 needed 
to open Santiam Christian High School. It began with 
55 students and a small staff offering classes at New Life 
Center on 34th St. in Albany, Oregon. The school quickly 
outgrew this location and went in search of new facilities.

FINDING ADAIR VILLAGE
In 1976, even before SC was a vision, God had laid on 
the hearts of Pastor and Mrs. David McCracken of Calvin 
Presbyterian Church in Corvallis, to walk around Camp 
Adair (the abandoned Air Force Base in Adair Village) 
and claim it for God. 
Little did they know, 
this prayer was going to 
be answered through a 
string of events. Howard 
Ropp, an SC founding 
parent, connected with 
fishing buddy Bill Newell, 
the bodyguard and 
chauffeur for Oregon 
Senator Mark Hatfield. 
Newell sought advice 
from Senator Hatfield 

about renting the surplus property in Camp Adair. 
Immediately, things were on the fast track and on June 3, 
1980, Santiam Christian School, an interdenominational 
Christian school, signed a lease to use 12 buildings on 6½ 
acres at the Camp Adair facility. 

The “big move” had begun. Enrollment was growing, 
and the biggest issue became managing the cash flow 
of the burgeoning high school. Many new sacrifices and 
miracles were needed.

Bill Newell and Oregon Senator Mark Hatfield

You can hear all the details of Santiam Christians’ miraculous stories 
as they are shared in one amazing video produced by Santiam 
Christian 2010 alum David Faddis, plus the photo presentation of 
celebrating forty years produced by current faculty member Esther 
Knaupp by going to:  www.santiamchristian.com/40yearsWATCH THIS



IT ALL CAME TOGETHER 
That summer, parents, volunteers, and students scrubbed 
and painted every wall and polished every tile of the 
buildings. Classrooms were built through donations, and 
books and furniture were moved. Retired teacher Jacki 
Ford said it best: “The dedication of the original families 
and staff to bring the campus to a condition that it could 
be used is a miracle of its own.  We were the janitors, 
painters, scrubbers, and demolition crew; there was 
such joy and excitement in working together. The prayer 
walks and all the families who shared a vision of raising 
children in the love and admonition of the LORD created 
a strong foundation.” The exhausted but victorious tenants 
of Santiam Christian High School opened its doors on 
September 8, 1980, to 103 students in grades 9-12 to begin 
its first year teaching from a Christian perspective on the 
Adair Village campus.

With the new facility in place, the most pressing question 
became how they were going to sustain it. Santiam 
Christian could not afford to pay their staff the same wages 
as their public school counterparts. For the first years, 
making payroll for their sacrificing staff was a monthly 
prayer request. In many parent meetings, the hat was 
passed as the financial shortage was shared with the 
parents; each time payroll was met.

“The LORD showed each of us how much 
HE was the foundation of the school and 
we were to rely totally on HIM. He showed 
Himself faithful even when our trust would 
wane. I especially remember the offerings 
taken at Christmas time to bless the 
teachers so they could provide for their 
families,” said Bill Ford, SC’s first athletic director. 

One administrator refused to take a salary for an extended 
period of time until all the staff was paid. “The staff was 
sacrificing. We were a team; so there was no question, this 
was our calling.” Along with the ups and downs, supplies for 
every classroom, from weight training to the computer lab, 
were given by local businesses. The donations, in-kind help, 
and tangible resources came in as they prayed, waited, and 
looked for His provision. Each day was a new day.  

The school kept growing by adding more sports offerings, a 
junior high school, and Heritage Christian Elementary who 
became renters. On February 28, 1989, Santiam Christian 
received notification that their initial 1980 application 
to become owner of the property was granted. Twelve 
buildings and now a surprising 16.5 acres were offered in 
a 30-year land trust grant for the price of $1. The official 
paperwork had critical requirements including 1) SC must 
remain a parent-run society, not a ministry of a church; and 
the property grant would not benefit an organized church 
denomination or mission board. It would only benefit 
children and their parents. 2) Constitutionally, the board 
structure would always be interdenominational. No more 
than four board members could ever come from the same 
church or denomination.

Finally, this year, on March 1, 2019, after forty years of being 
faithful to the land trust guidelines, forty years of hard work, 
tireless hours, and financial sacrifices Santiam Christian 
received the deed for $1. SC’s history is truly a testament 
to God’s faithfulness even though not all those who were 
there at the beginning lived to see this day for which they 
prayed.

Santiam Christian Campus in the 80’s

12 BUILDINGS 
AND 
16.5 ACRES 
FOR $1.00



GOD’S MARK - A VISION 
BEING FULFILLED
In its forty years of operation as a school, 
Santiam Christian High School, a 3A sized 
school, has made itself known. Did you 
know...since 1979 Santiam Christian School 
has graduated 1,970 students from over 24 
countries?  From its beginning in 1980, Santiam 
Christian has fielded teams in football, volleyball, 
girls and boys basketball, wrestling, track, cross 
country, baseball, softball, golf, tennis, and 
cheerleading.

The high school has won ten Oregonian Cups 
(now OSAA Cup) in 2A and 3A between 1999-
2010.

The sports programs have won 29 OSAA state 
championships, 3 OSAA choir championships, and in 2001 
were the only 2A school with a robotics team. The FFA 
program has won 14 state championships since 2007; to 
date, Santiam Christian is still the only private Christian 
school to field two national champions in DECA. The drama 
department, added in 1993, has produced and presented 
40+ performances to date.

SC led its first high school missions trip with Bridgebuilders 
to Latvia in 1998. Since then there have been 27 missions 
trips to eight countries with the 28th trip leaving for the 
Dominican Republic this summer, 2019.

Finally, there has been a remarkably low leadership 
turnover in the last forty years (see table below).  

Highlighting forty years of God’s work in four pages is no 
simple task. To list every person God has used to bring 
Santiam Christian to where it is today would take volumes. 
Even then it could not truly explain the heartaches, 
sacrifices, trials, and exhaustive work put forth by so many 
people. But God is in the center of it all. As one alumni 
parent stated, 

“The evidence of God’s unfailing 
work and the work of those who 
came before us is seen when you 
walk the grounds of the Santiam 
Christian campus. You sense His 
spirit and witness His unexplainable 
peace for yourself.”

SC LEADERSHIP FOR THE LAST 40 YEARS

SUPERINTENDENT Ralph Frey,  
1980-1985

Bill Moore,  
1985-1986

Stan Baker,  
1987-2012 Lance Villers, 2012-Present

HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL

Ralph Frey,  
1980-1985

Bill Moore,  
1985-1986

Stan Baker,  
1987-1997

Wilbur Starr,   
1998-2016

Erik Ritschard, 
2016-Present

JUNIOR HIGH 
PRINCIPAL

Wilbur Starr,  
1989-1998 Steve Bittner, 1998-Present

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Diane Collins Meyers, 
1983-1988

Steve Potter,  
1989-2001

Steve Woods,   
2002-2010

Stan Baker,  
2010-2011

Peter Ness, 
2012-Present

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATOR

Ellen Madaras,  
1980-1995

Kathy Schweitzer,  
1996-2000

Jim Gamb,   
2000-2009

Joanna Haugen,  
2009-Present

ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR

Bill Ford,  
1983-2010

Anthony Baugher, 
2010-2014

Gordy Crowston, 
2014-2015 Jay Barton, 2016-Present



1987-88 Staff  Front  L to R:  Bill Miller, Larry Chambers, Matt Strauser, Brian Ridpath.
Middle: Ellen Madarus, Ardiss Burch, Jacki Ford, Dot Lehr, Esther Knaupp.
Back: Wilbur Starr, Stan Baker, Nick McWilliams, Steve Hanold, Bill Ford.

Superintendent Stan Baker and Elementary Principal Steve Potter celebrate merger.

Dan Roth, Stan Baker, Dick Perdue, and Scott Dyer open debt-free fine arts bldg.

Stan and Lynda Baker 25 years of leadership

1993-94 Staff

SCS HISTORY TIME LINE
 1979 —————Santiam Christian High School begins

 1980 —————Big move to Adair

 1983 —————Junior High added

 1984 —————Library started

 Spring 1985 —————ACSI accreditation

 July 23, 1986 —————Petitioned US Government for Adair lease

 Feb. 28, 1989 —————Signed 30 year lease for 12 buildings / 16.5 acres

 July 1, 1990 —————Merge with Heritage Elementary

 Spring 1990 —————Book move from JH building

 March 1991 —————Moved into JH building after spring vacation

 1993 —————NASCU accreditation (public and private schools)

 Summer 1994 —————Modular building installed (new science labs)

 1996-1997 —————Elementary library / lunchroom built

 1997 —————Acquired pre-school land (will own in 2027)

 1997-1998 —————80k fine arts building opened with no debt

 Nov. 9, 2000 —————Ground breaking for new gym/multi-purpose bldg.

 2001 —————New gym sat empty for one year

 Fall 2002 —————Occupied classrooms above gym/multi-purpose bldg.

 Fall 2002 —————Played on new grass football field with lights

 Dec. 2002 —————Acquired 80 acres from land swap on SW border

 Feb. 2003 —————First basketball game in the new gym

      NO construction for 8 years, THEN...

 June 2010 —————Old cafeteria demolished

 Oct. 27-29, 2010 —————Walls of new high school building raised in 3 days

 Sept. 9, 2011 —————Ribbon cutting for new high school building

 Fall 2011 —————Turf football field installed

 April 5, 2013 —————1st game on the turf “Smokestack Stadium” baseball field

 Spring 2014 —————New greenhouse ready for use after years of planning

 Fall 2016 —————Acquisition of Laborers Training property (13 acres)

 Sept. 26, 2016 —————Mortgage burning for the new gym (SC mortgage free!)

 March 1, 2019 —————30 year lease complete; acquired deed to campus for $1

 2018 - 2019 —————40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCHOOL
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PLANS FOR NEW 
ELEMENTARY BUILDING
Throughout this edition of the Eagle Eye, God’s 
provision through the years for Santiam Christian has 
been evident. Because of this as we look forward to the 
future we trust that God will continue to provide what 
we need, when we need it. We trust God’s faithfulness 
as we contemplate building a new elementary school, 
sports complex, and performing arts center and believe 
that God will continue to work in miraculous ways. We 
also look forward to Santiam Christian continuing to 
assist parents in the Christian training of their children 
and to the creation of community where we can all 
work together for the greater good of the kingdom. 
Please join with us as we celebrate what God has done 
for Santiam Christian and look toward to what He is 
going to do in the future.

Lance Villers 
Superintendent

PLEASE GIVE
Did you know many of the founders still donate to our 
school? They lived the history and know financial sacrifices 
by staff and parents continue today. They know this will 
always be God’s school and now you know.  When you walk 
on the campus of Santiam Christian may you know that 
God prepared this place for you, your children, and future 
generations. He knows you are called to be here to continue 
His work. Please prayerfully give to our scholarship program 
using the envelope inside and watch with us as God works, for 
His Glory.  Praise be to God!


