
T
H

E

EAGLEEYE
      SPRING 2018

HOME OF THE EAGLES

 AN INSIDE LOOK:

 » MATH PEER TUTORS: CHARACTER, 
LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY

 » INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: THE 
NATIONS ON OUR DOORSTEP

 » CORE VALUES: CHARACTER 
EDUCATION 

 » FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

 » ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: COMING FULL 
CIRCLE

 » SC IN THE NEWS

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 
COMING FULL CIRCLE
SC alumni are back on campus,  
giving back to their alma mater.



MATH PEER TUTORS: 
CHARACTER, LEADERSHIP,  
AND COMMUNITY
If someone were to walk into the Santiam Christian High 
School library during 8th period on a Tuesday or Thursday, 
they would see pairs of students diligently working on math. 
A closer inspection would reveal, not just diligence, but 
SC’s core values of character, leadership, and community 
in action. These values are clearly evident in the lives of 
the students who are participating in a new peer tutoring 
program. Not only does this program offer opportunities 
for character building and leadership development, it also 
builds community between the junior and senior high 
school.

THE BIRTH OF AN IDEA
About three years ago, the math department began 
discussing the need for extra math support in junior high. 
Junior high (JH) teachers noted a larger number of students 
in general math and many parents requesting tutors. High 
school (HS) teachers acknowledged that helping students 
who struggled even a little in 7th grade, would have a 
positive rippling effect as those students continued on in 
school. An obvious solution was to offer a peer tutoring 
program where strong, upper level HS students could work 
with JH students who needed individual attention. This 
would not only benefit the JH students, but would provide 
a wonderful leadership opportunity for the HS students and 
a chance to improve their own math skills by teaching it to 
others.

Though numerous roadblocks delayed progress, by fall 
of 2017, the SC math department was ready to begin the 
long awaited program. Tracy Kniebuehler (Pre-Calculus, 
AP Calculus, AP Statistics, Physics) began by inviting her 
students to apply as tutors. Interested HS students had 
to complete an application and interview before being 
chosen. Mac McLain (Math 7, Math 8, Pre-Algebra 8) then 
found JH students who were interested in participating. 
Finally, the HS and JH math teachers worked to match 

students who would work well together, creating 10 pairs, 
with four HS students left-over. These students were placed 
in guided Study Halls with Mrs. Ritschard and Mr. Ferguson 
where they have been able to help other HS students. 

CHARACTER, LEADERSHIP, AND 
COMMUNITY
The benefits of this program have been numerous. 
Kniebuehler notes that at the beginning, her HS students 
were afraid they would teach something wrong or not 
be able to explain well. However, she has seen not only 
the tutors’ basic math skills growing throughout the year, 
but also their confidence. These HS students are learning 
that volunteering and helping others is something they 
can do right now with their God-given strengths. McLain 
notes that one of the best results she has seen is actually 
the mentoring relationship itself. She says her JH students 
get “to see that an older student is willing to pay attention 
to them - to feel valued and seen by our upperclassmen.” 
Moving into the next school year, both the junior and 
senior high math departments are excited to keep building 
this peer tutoring program in order to improve student 
academics while living out SC’s core values.



INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS:  THE NATIONS ON OUR DOORSTEP
In the Great Commission, Christ commanded his followers 
to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt. 28:19a). Today, 
SC has the unique privilege and responsibility of discipling 
the nations, right here at home. Each year, approximately 
35 high school and junior high students leave their homes 
and come join the SC community for the school year. Many 
of these students are from countries that are resistant to 
or even violent toward the Gospel. This year international 
students at SC represent 9 different countries in Europe and 
Asia (see chart). Some of them will spend multiple years 
here and graduate from SC, while others are here for just 
one year.

International students at SC have the opportunity to 
encounter Christ in several ways. First, they are placed 
with Christian host families who not only care for their 
physical needs, but are able to live out the Gospel with 
them on a daily basis, instructing them as they would 
their own children. Second, first year students are enrolled 
in Introduction to Christianity, a class where they learn 
the overarching story of the Bible, life lessons from key 
biblical figures, how God’s Word addresses difficult issues, 
and most of all, that the Lord of all creation wants to have 
a relationship with each one of them. For many of these 
students, this truly is their first introduction to Christianity. 
One Japanese student said, “In America you learn about 
these things, but in Japan I never heard of this. Now I realize 
I need to make a choice.” Finally, international students are 

incorporated into the SC community where classes are 
taught from a Christian worldview, teachers pray with and 
for them, chapels provide times of worship, and their fellow 
students model what real Christians their age look like. 

DISCIPLES MAKING DISCIPLES
Perhaps the most exciting aspect of this exchange program 
is the possibility for the seeds planted at SC to bear fruit in 
the students’ home countries. When students encounter 
Christ during their time here, they take that hope back to 
their families. Even a brief conversation with Junior High 
Principal Steve Bittner, who coordinates the program, 
reveals story upon story of students who were changed 
while at SC and went on to share the Gospel with their 
families, plant churches in their communities, and even 
become missionaries to other hard to reach people groups. 
These students are uniquely placed by God to minister in 
areas where American missionaries might never make an 
impact. 

Psalm 98:2 says, “The Lord has made His salvation known 
and revealed His righteousness to the nations.” God is using 
Santiam Christian to make that salvation known to the 
nations right here at home.

*If you would like information about partnering with this 
ministry by becoming a host family, please contact Steve 
Bittner at bittners@santiam.org.

CHRISTIAN POPULATION AS PERCENTAGES OF TOTAL POPULATION BY COUNTRY
Pew Research Center 2010 statistics

Christian Catholic Protestant Orthodox Other

US 79.5 24.0 51.5 0.6 3.4

Spain 78.6 75.2 1.0 2.0 0.5

Germany 70.8 33.9 34.8 1.4 0.7

Serbia 93.5 5.6 1.3 86.6 <0.1

South Korea 29.3 10.9 17.8 <0.1 0.5

Japan 1.5 0.3 0.7 <0.1 0.4

China 5.0 0.7 4.3 <0.1 <0.1

Taiwan 5.5 1.4 4.1 <0.1 <0.1

Vietnam 8.0 6.4 1.6 <0.1 <0.1

Myanmar 7.9 1.3 6.6 <0.1 <0.1

Students act out Bible stories in Intro to Christianity.

Students share traditional food from their home countries.



FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Even casual observers 
can see the effect that 
technology and social 
media are having on 
our personal lives and 
social interactions. Not 
only are they drastically 
a f f e c t i n g  t h e  w a y s 
w e  c o m m u n i c a t e , 
researchers believe they 
are also rewiring our 
brains and the ways we think.  While this will 
have far-reaching implications in all facets of 
society, nothing will be more impacted than 
education as we are forced to reexamine 
everything about our profession.

This issue was the focus of our school-
wide staff development this year as we 
read Marching off the Map by Tim Elmore. 
Te a c h e r s  f r o m  K- 1 2  g a t h e r e d  o n c e 
a month to discuss ways to implement 
ideas presented in the book. While this year 
provided a general overview of the issue, 
next year we plan to delve into the details 
of how to reach this generation of students 
effectively.

No one would disagree that technology is 
changing the way we live, but Elmore dives 
deeper into other compelling discussions. 
One such topic centers on how childhood 
is changing as we see the extinction of 
c h i l d l i k e n e s s  a n d  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f 
childishness. At the same time, the concept 
of adulthood is also evolving with Elmore 
contending that children are acting more 
like adults by being savvy and skeptical 
while adults are acting more like children 
by being impulsive and emotional. All the 
while, young adults are struggling to define 
morality or truth beyond what works best 
for them, plus dealing with the highest 
anxiety and depression rates in history. 
Clearly, something is not working.

Santiam Christian is positioned to respond to 
these issues from a Biblical worldview. While 
others may struggle to define morals and 
truth, we can teach these from the bedrock 
of a solid foundation. We can address the 
root causes of anxiety and depression while 
teaching truths based on the eternal traits of 
God. Please be in prayer for us as a staff as we 
attempt to solve these problems presented 
to a generation of digital natives in ways that 
will help them in school and in life. 

CORE VALUES: CHARACTER
In the summer of 2014, approximately 20-30 SC teachers, administrators, and 
support staff met together with the common goal of developing a vision for 
Santiam Christian Schools. Out of these meetings were born the three values 
now incorporated into the SC logo: Character, Leadership, and Community. 

Delving more deeply into the area of character, the group determined specific 
traits to emphasize and a three year plan to implement them. Because the 
Character Education program repeats every three years, students at SC for 
grades K-12 will see the material four times at different life stages.

Every Monday morning, Superintendent Lance Villers emails a document to all 
SC employees and families about the monthly character trait. This document, 
which he custom designs for SC,  includes a weekly verse, Bible story, quote, 
definition, points of application, and discussion questions. Here are a few ways 
teachers at SC are integrating Character Education into students’ daily lives:

In Amy Van Beek’s second grade class, character traits are taught by examining 
biblical characters who show the trait in positive or negative ways. This formal 
teaching paves the way for real life application. As problems arise throughout 
the day, Van Beek asks students which character traits are lacking in their 
behavior. They then pray together that God would strengthen that trait in them.

Once a month, Laura Peterson’s Global Studies students analyze current events. 
As part of this analysis, they must tie in the monthly character trait, describing 
how it was either upheld or lacking in the situation. Students are able to identify 
real-world examples of scriptural values, helping them see their world in light of 
God’s Word.

Ashley Fink’s 10th grade World Literature class focused on the character traits of 
Justice and Responsibility while wrestling with Elie Wiesel’s Holocaust memoir, 
Night. As Fink prompted students to look for God’s light in the dark, they were 
able to see more of his nature and how he calls his people to respond in times 
of tragedy. Fink and US History teacher, Joe Cook, then partnered to create an 
art exhibit showcasing student responses to what they had learned.

In some cases, Character Education is bridging not only different subjects, but 
grades. This is the case with Gretchen Villers’ American Sign Language (ASL) 
II and III classes and Tiffany Braun’s and Jodi Vetter’s 5th grade classes. Each 
week, the ASL classes translate the verse into ASL then teach it to the 5th grade 
classes. This relationship recently culminated in the ASL and 5th grade classes 
co-leading an Elementary Chapel. Together they sang and signed praise songs 
then some of the HS students signed Bible stories while Villers translated.

Intentionally incorporating character traits into the daily culture at SC has not 
only enhanced the curriculum, but has also contributed to the creative ways in 
which teachers purposefully live out their mission.

Chapel led by ASL and 5th grade classes.



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 
COMING FULL CIRCLE
Sometimes a place means so much to 
you that you just can’t stay away. This year, 
16 SC alumni are back on campus, giving 
back to their alma mater.

JAKE WONSLEY  -  2008
Varsity Baseball Assistant Coach

MICAH ROPP  -  2013
Junior Varsity Baseball Head Coach

“I came back to coach because I 
wanted to invest in young men 
walking a similar path to the one I 
recently walked. I want each of my 
players to know God and the unique 
identity they have in his kingdom.”

DANIEL HENDRIX  -  2016
Junior Varsity Baseball Assistant 
Coach

“SC was a huge part of my maturing 
process. Most of all I learned how to 
respect and love my peers and now 
that has turned into respecting and 
caring for my baseball players.”

GREG ROPP  -  1985
Varsity Girls’ Basketball Assistant 
Coach

“My hope is to prepare [our athletes] 
for the real world and that it’s not 
about winning and losing, but what 
kind of example and witness you can 
be to others, especially when you 
lose.”

TIM ROTH  -  1996
Varsity Girls’ Basketball Assistant 
Coach

EMILY GRINER  -  2013
Varsity Girls’ Basketball Assistant 
Coach

“SC taught me how to put God as a 
priority. I wanted an opportunity to 
give back to a program that gave me 
so much as a player.”

DENNIS MCLAIN  -  1997
Varsity Boys’ Basketball Head Coach

TYLER ROPP  -  2012
Junior Varsity Boys’ Basketball Head 
Coach

“I always wanted to coach and 
couldn’t think of a better place than 
SC. This is where I was taught how to 
be accountable for my actions and 
how to have good work ethic.”

MAGGIE SHADER (DUFOUR)  
-  2010
Cheerleading Head Coach

“My prayer is that our cheerleaders 
don’t just grow in their athleticism, 
but in the core values of our team 
which are excellence, commitment, 
and perseverance - doing all for the 
glory of God.”

JODIE DUFOUR  -  2013
Cheerleading Assistant Coach

“Getting to coach at my alma mater 
gives me the unique ability to really 
relate to our girls since I have cheered 
where they cheer, learned where they 
are learning, and experienced most 
of the things they are experiencing 
now.”

TONY ZOLLA  -  2009
Football O/D Line Coach & Golf 
Coach

“I felt that I should give back to the 
community that raised me and help 
continue the same values I learned. 
God is molding this generation. I’m 
just happy to be a part of it.”

TANNER BUTLER  -  2015
Assistant Wrestling Coach 

JARED CALLIS  -  2007
Junior Varsity Football Head Coach

“At SC I learned all about leadership 
and what it means to be a man of 
great character. Coaching allows me 
to shape and build character and 
leadership in young men”

WENDI FARRIS (MILLER)  -  1997
Varsity Girls’ Soccer Head Coach & 
Varsity Girls’ Basketball Head Coach

“I came back to SC because it’s a 
great school with great support. I 
want my players to be good people. 
Athletics fade. Character remains.”

VICTORIA CURIEL (HENRICKS)  
-  2010
Varsity Girls’ Soccer Assistant Coach

“SC prepared me with life skills 
and advice to help me through my 
life… I see many friendships built 
throughout the season that last 
beyond the season.”

CODY MANZI  -  2013
Wrestling Assistant Coach

“Our kids meet challenges with a 
strength that only comes from God 
and with a dignity that makes me 
so proud as a coach. I pray that our 
kids use that to meet the challenges 
life has to throw at them head on, 
fearless, knowing God is standing 
right alongside of them.”

(Left to right) Front: Emily Griner, Wendi Farris, Victoria Curiel, Jodie Dufour, Maggie Shader.  Back: Greg Ropp, Jake Wonsley, Daniel 
Hendrix, Micah Ropp, Tyler Ropp, Dennis McLain, Tony Zolla, Cody Manzi, Jared Callis, Tim Roth. Not pictured: Tanner Butler
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SC IN THE NEWS
DRU DRAPER
1998 SC grad, Shelly Boshart-Davis was looking for a campaign manager for 
her upcoming run for Oregon State legislature when she saw Dru Draper at a 
legislative event. Not yet realizing that Draper (Class of 2016) was a fellow SC 
alum, Davis thought he was “ engaging, articulate, and mature beyond his years.” 
She wanted to meet him. “We hit it off immediately,” Draper said, “When Shelly 
found out I was a Santiam Christian graduate, that was the icing on the cake.” 
Unsurprisingly, Draper and Davis have many mutual friends and share similar 
values. Stay tuned for an exciting election season and watch two former SC 
students working together to win a seat in the Oregon Legislature District 15.

RUSSELL VELA
On March 22, current junior Russell Vela appeared on KGW News as part of a panel of eight students from Oregon and SW 
Washington discussing school shootings and political action. Following the nationwide school walkout, “Students Demand 
Action,” the 23-minute segment covered topics from gun control to mental health, with panelists sharing diverse perspectives 
on possible solutions and responses to recent school shootings. Vela came away from the experience with new insights into 
politics and those on the other side of the issue.  “The other students who did not share my point of view were cordial and 
gave logical, well informed arguments,” he said, continuing, “I have learned greater respect for those who serve our state and 
country this way.” The discussion prompted Vela to contact SC alum Dru Draper, Shelly Boshart-Davis’ campaign manager, and 
sign up to volunteer with Draper this election season. You can watch the full TV segment on KGW’s YouTube channel at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07PxjW21470 


